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Threat level / confidence High / Moderate-High
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Classification / handling OPEN SOURCE / CLIENT USE. Polling figures and allegations of interference are
reported claims attributed to their sources and are not treated as established
fact.

Review trigger Publication of new national polling, formal electoral-court action, a candidacy

change, or a security deployment decision affecting the campaign period.

Polling figures, party statements, and interference allegations reproduced here are attributed claims. Sentinel Meridian does not treat any
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allegation of foreign or domestic interference as adjudicated unless a competent authority has ruled.

1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Brazil is in the active campaign phase ahead of the October 2026 general election. The contest is being conducted in an
information environment shaped by durable political polarisation, recurring claims about the integrity of the electronic
voting system, and allegations of foreign involvement in domestic political disputes. The same period has seen continued
expansion of military participation in public-security tasks across Latin America, a structural trend that outlasts any
single election.

UPDATE, 3 SEPTEMBER 2026: Reuters reporting dated 3 September 2026 describes an intensifying campaign in which
polling, candidate positioning, and interference allegations are all contested. Sentinel Meridian treats specific poll
numbers as attributable to the publishing institute and survey period rather than as a settled measure of national opinion,
and treats interference allegations as claims attributable to the party, official, or institution making them. Where
reporting cites official investigations, the existence of the investigation is the verified fact, not its conclusion.

The operative risk for clients is not the identity of the winner. It is the concentration of contestation into the period
between the first round, any run-off, and certification, when legal challenges, mobilisation, and platform-level information
operations peak simultaneously. Sentinel Meridian assesses elevated but manageable disruption risk concentrated in
major urban centres and around federal institutions in Brasilia.

2. KEY JUDGMENTS

1. The campaign is highly polarised and the information environment is contested; narrative disputes over
electoral-system integrity are recurring rather than novel.

2. Polling should be read as a range across institutes and dates, not as a point estimate; individual surveys are
attributed to their publisher and field period.

3. Foreign-influence allegations are politically salient and are being advanced by multiple actors; they are treated as
claims pending competent-authority findings.

4. Electoral institutions retain operational capacity, and the technical conduct of the vote is not assessed to be the
primary risk.
5. The highest-risk window runs from the first round through certification, when legal challenge, street mobilisation,

and online amplification coincide.

6. Urban disruption risk concentrates in Sao Paulo, Rio de Janeiro, and Brasilia, particularly around federal buildings,
electoral courts, and party headquarters.

7. Military involvement in public security continues to expand regionally; in Brazil this raises civil-military and
legitimacy questions that persist beyond the election.

8. Post-election policy uncertainty affects energy, environmental enforcement, trade alignment, and security
cooperation more than day-to-day commercial operations.

9. Platform moderation decisions and judicial orders against online accounts will remain a flashpoint in the
campaign's final weeks.
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3. RISK PROFILE

RISK PROFILE (1-5)

Information operations and disinformation 5/5

Political polarisation and mobilisation 5/5

Post-election legal contestation 4/5

Urban disruption around key sites 4/5

Foreign-influence allegations 4/5

Electoral-system technical failure 2/5

Relative severity through the October 2026 election and certification period, updated 3 September 2026.

4. SEPTEMBER 2026 CAMPAIGN UPDATE

CAMPAIGN PERIOD

® MAY 2026
Baseline assessment published; polarisation and system-integrity narratives identified as principal risks.

® 3 SEPTEMBER 2026
Reuters reporting describes an intensifying campaign with contested polling and interference allegations advanced by
competing political actors.

® OCTOBER 2026

First round, possible run-off, and certification; the concentrated risk window for mobilisation and legal challenge.

Attribution note: poll standings are reported by their publishing institutes; allegations are attributed to the party or official making them.

Attribution standard applied in this update

- Polling is cited by institute and field period, and read as a range across surveys rather than a single number.
- Interference allegations are labelled as claims of the party, official, or institution advancing them.
- Where an investigation exists, the existence of the investigation is the verified fact; its outcome is not assumed.

- Platform enforcement and judicial orders are recorded as documented actions without inferring intent.

5. REGIONAL SECURITY MILITARIZATION

Across Latin America, armed forces continue to take on policing, border, and infrastructure-protection roles. The trend is
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driven by organised-crime pressure and constrained police capacity rather than by the Brazilian election, but it interacts
with the campaign by making security posture a partisan issue.

- Military deployment normalises exceptional security measures and complicates later withdrawal.
- Civil-military boundaries become contested when deployments coincide with electoral periods.

- Commercial operators face more checkpoints, more discretionary inspection, and less predictable movement
during deployment periods.

6. INDICATORS AND WARNINGS

INDICATOR ANALYTIC SIGNIFICANCE

Coordinated inauthentic-behaviour takedowns Confirms active information operations and raises platform-conflict
tied to the campaign risk.

Formal electoral-court action against a Sharply increases mobilisation and legal-contestation risk.

candidate or party

Security deployments announced for Signals official expectation of disruption and affects urban
election-day protection movement.

Large-scale demonstrations at federal Historically the precursor to the most severe post-election
institutions in Brasilia disruption scenarios.

Divergence beyond normal margins between Raises the probability of a contested result narrative regardless of
major polling institutes the outcome.

Official confirmation of an interference Verified fact of process; treat conclusions as pending.

investigation

7. IMPLICATIONS FOR CLIENTS

- Plan for movement disruption in Sao Paulo, Rio de Janeiro, and Brasilia during the first round, any run-off, and
certification.

- Instruct staff to avoid demonstrations, federal institutions, and party facilities during peak periods rather than
relying on ad-hoc judgement.

- Maintain a source-attribution standard in internal reporting; the campaign's information environment rewards
unverified circulation.

- Defer non-essential policy-dependent decisions in energy, environment, and trade until post-certification clarity.

- Review continuity arrangements for logistics through urban corridors during the election window.

8. INTELLIGENCE GAPS

- Polling accuracy across institutes in a polarised environment is unresolved.
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- The evidentiary basis for competing interference allegations is not public.
- The scale of coordinated online activity is only partially observable.
- Post-election coalition composition and policy direction cannot be forecast reliably.

- The durability of expanded military security roles after the election is unknown.

9. SOURCES AND METHODOLOGY

This assessment draws on wire reporting, public institutional statements, and regional security trend analysis. The
September 2026 update reflects Reuters reporting dated 3 September 2026. Confidence is Moderate-High for the risk
structure and Low-Moderate for outcome prediction.

- Reuters reporting on the Brazilian election campaign, 3 September 2026.
- Public statements by Brazilian electoral institutions and political parties.
- Sentinel Meridian SM-2026-TA-109, Brazil Diplomatic Isolation Risk.

- Sentinel Meridian SM-2026-TA-120, Tren de Aragua Under Coordinated Regional Pressure (regional security
context).

This product is derived from open sources. Official government statements, court filings, and company disclosures are labelled as allegations or
claims where they have not been independently corroborated. Sentinel Meridian LLC provides analysis for planning purposes; it is not legal,
investment, or security-operational advice.
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